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Read the writing prompt below and complete the writing activity.

Writing Prompt
Standard 5: Writing Applications
Standard 6: English Language Conventions

Connecting Teens and Seniors

Activities that promote a connection between teenagers

and senior citizens are gaining popularity across the nation.

In New York, for example, a group of teens and senior
citizens created and performed a play.

What are the benefits of pairing older and younger people?
What activities could your school provide to bring teens
and senior citizens together in a positive way?

Write a persuasive essay to your principal proposing an
activity that would involve senior citizens and students at
your school. Describe the activity in detail and explain the
benefits of the activity for the school, the students, and
the senior citizens.

Be sure to include

* 3 clear description of the activity

an explanation of the benefits of the activity for the school, the
students, and the senior citizens

an introduction, a body, and a conclusion to your persuasive essay
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Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 6

A Score Point 6 paper is rare. It fully accomplishes the task in a thorough and
insightful manner and has a distinctive quality that sets it apart as an outstanding
performance.

Ildeas and Content

Does the writing sample fully accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

+ present a unifying theme or main idea without going off on tangents?

+ stay completely focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include thorough, relevant, and complete ideas? Does it

# include in-depth information and exceptional supporting details that are fully
developed?

+ fully explore many facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing sample organized logically? Does the writing

+ present a meaningful, cohesive whole with a beginning, a middle, and an end
(i.e., include an inviting introduction and a strong conclusion)?
progress in an order that enhances meaning?
include smooth transitions between ideas, sentences, and paragraphs to enhance
meaning of text (i.e., have a clear connection of ideas and use topic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit exceptional word usage? Does it

+ include vocabulary to make explanations detailed and precise, descriptions rich,
and actions clear and vivid (e.q., varied word choices, action weords, appropriate
maodifiers, sensory details)?

+ demonstrate control of a challenging vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate exceptional writing technique?

* |5 the writing exceptionally fluent?

+ Does it include varied sentence patterns, including complex sentences?

+ Does it demonstrate use of writer's techniques (e.g., literary conventions such as
imagery and dialogue and/or literary genres such as humeor and suspense)?

Voice

Does the writing sample demonstrate effective adjustment of language and tone
to task and reader? Does it

¢ exhibit appropriate register (e.q., formal, personal, or dialect) to suit task?

+ demonstrate a strong sense of audience?

¢ exhibit an original perspective (e.qg., authoritative, lively, and/or exciting)?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 5

A Score Point 5 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task,
but lacks the overall level of sophistication and consistency of a Score Point 6 paper.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample fully accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

* present a unifying theme or main idea without going off on tangents?

* stay focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include many relevant ideas? Does it

+ provide in-depth information and mere than adequate supporting details that
are developed?

+ explore many facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing sample organized logically? Does the writing

+ present a meaningful, cohesive whele with a beginning, a middle, and an end
(i.e., include a solid introduction and conclusion)?
progress in an order that enhances meaning of text?
include smooth transitions (e.qg., use topic sentences) between sentences and
paragraphs to enhance meaning of text? (Writing may have an occasional lapse.)

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit very good word usage? Does it

¢ include vocabulary to make explanations detailed and precise, descriptions rich,
and actions clear and vivid?

+ demonstrate control of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate very good writing technique?

+ |5 the writing very fluent?

+ Does it include varied sentence patterns, including complex sentences?

* Does it demonstrate use of writer’s techniques (e.g., literary conventions such as
imagery and dialogue and/or literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Vaoice

Does the writing sample demonstrate effective adjustment of language and tone
to task and reader? Does it

+ exhibit appropriate register (e.g., formal, personal, or dialect) to suit task?

* demonstrate a sense of audience?

+ exhibit an original perspective (e.qg., authoritative, lively, and/or exciting)?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 4

A Score Point 4 paper represents a good performance. It accomplishes the task,
but generally needs to exhibit more development, better arganization, or a more
sophisticated writing style to receive a higher score.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample accomplish the task (e.g., support an epinion, summarize,
tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

+ present a unifying theme or main idea? (\Writing may include minor tangents.)

+ stay mostly focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include relevant ideas? Does it

+ include sufficient infermation and suppaorting details? (Details may not be fully
developed; ideas may be listed.)

+ explore some facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing sample organized logically? Does the writing

+ present a meaningful whole with a beginning, a middle, and an end despite an
occasional lapse (e.g., a weak introduction or conclusion)?

+ generally progress in an order that enhances meaning of text?

+ include transitions between sentences and paragraphs to enhance meaning of text?
(Transitions may be rough, although some topic sentences are included.)

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit good word usage? Does it

+ include vocabulary that is appropriately chosen, with words that clearly convey
the writer's meaning?

+ demonstrate control of basic vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate good writing technique?

+ s the writing fluent?

+ Does it exhibit some varied sentence patterns, including some complex sentences?

+ Does it demonstrate an attempt to use writer's techniques (e.qg., literary conventions
such as imagery and dialogue and/or literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Vaice

Does the writing sample demonstrate an attempt to adjust language and tone
to task and reader? Does it
s generally exhibit appropriate register (e.g,, formal, personal, or dialect) to suit
task? (The writing may occasionally slip out of register.)
demonstrate some sense of audience?
attempt an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 3

A Score Point 3 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the
task. Some elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample minimally accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

+ attempt a unifying theme or main idea?

# stay somewhat focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include some relevant ideas? Does it

¢ include some information with only a few details, or list ideas without
supperting details?

+ explore some facets of the topic?

Organization

Is there an attempt to logically organize ideas in the writing sample? Does the

writing

+ have a beginning, a middle, or an end that may be weak or absent?

+ demonstrate an attempt to progress in an order that enhances meaning?
(Progression of text may sometimes be unclear or out of order.)

+ demonstrate an attempt to include transitions? (Are some topic sentences used?
Are transitions between sentences and paragraphs weak or absent?)

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit ordinary word usage? Does it
+ contain basic vocabulary, with words that are predictable and common?
+ demonstrate some control of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate average writing technique?

+ |s the writing generally fluent?

+ Does it contain mostly simple sentences (although there may be an attempt at
more varied sentence patterns)?

# |5 it generally ordinary and predictable?

Veoice

Does the writing sample demonstrate an attempt to adjust language and tone

to task and reader? Does it

s demonstrate a difficulty in establishing a register {e.g., formal, personal, or dialect)?
+ demonstrate little sense of audience?

# generally lack an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 2

A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes the
task. Some responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining a focus. Others may be too
brief to provide sufficient development of the topic or evidence of adequate
organizational or writing style.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample only partially accomplish the task (e.g., support an
opinion, summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

+ attempt a main idea?

+ sometimes lose focus or ineffectively display focus?

Does the writing sample include few relevantideas? Does it
+ include little information and few or no details?
» explore only one or two facets of the topic?

Organization

Is there a minimal attempt to logically organize ideas in the writing sample?

+ Does the writing have enly ene or two of the three elements: beginning, middle,
and end?

+ s the writing sometimes difficult to follow? (Pregression of text may be confusing
or unclear.)

* Are transitions weak or absent (e.g., few or no topic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit minimal word usage? Does it
+ contain limited vocabulary? (Some words may be used incorrectly.)
* demonstrate minimal control of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate minimal writing technique?
* Does the writing exhibit some fluency?

# Does it rely mostly on simple sentences?

+ |5 it often repetitive, predictable, or dull?

Voice

Does the writing sample demonstrate language and tone that may be

inappropriate to task and reader? Does it

* demonstrate use of a register inappropriate to the task (e.q., slang or dialect in a
formal setting)?

* demonstrate little or no sense of audience?

+ lack an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 1

A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that fails to accomplish the task.
It exhibits considerable difficulty in areas of development, organization, and
writing style. The writing is generally either very brief or rambling and repetitive,
sometimes resulting in a response that may be difficult to read or comprehend.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample fail to accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Is it

¢ difficult for the reader to discern the main idea?

* too brief or too repetitive to establish or maintain a focus?

Does the writing sample include very few relevant ideas?
* Does it include little information with few or no details or unrelated details?
¢ s it unsuccessful in attempts to explore any facets of the prompt?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing sample organized illogically?

# Does it have only one or two of the three elements: beginning, middle, or end?
* s it difficult to follow, with the order possibly difficult to discern?

* Are transitions weak or absent (e.g., without topic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit less than minimal word usage? Does it
# contain limited vocabulary, with many words used incorrectly?
* demonstrate minimal or less than minimal control of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate less than minimal writing technique? Does it
s lack fluency?

* demonstrate problems with sentence patterns?

+ consist of writing that is flat and lifeless?

Voice

Does the writing sample demonstrate language and tone that may be
inappropriate to task and reader? Does it

» demonstrate difficulty in choosing an appropriate register?

+ demonstrate a lack of a sense of audience?

+ lack an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.

Page 8 of 19



Language Conventions Rubric
Grades 5-8

In their writing, students will apply the Standard English conventions defined
in the Indiana Academic Standards for their grade and all previous grades.

Score Does the writing sample exhibit a good command of language skills?

In @ Score Point 4 paper, there are no errors that impair the flow of communication. Errors are
4 infrequent and have a minor impact on the overall communication; they are generally of the
first-draft variety and rmay occur when students attempt sophisticated sentence construction.
+ Do words have very few or no capitalization errors?

Do sentences have very few or no punctuation errors?

Do words have very few or no spelling errors?

Do sentences have very few or no grammar or word usage errors?
Writing has very few or no paragraphing errors.

Writing has very few or no run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

Score Does the writing sample exhibit an adequate command of language skills?

In & Score Point 3 paper, errors are occasional but do not impede the flow of communication;
3 the writer's meaning is not seriously obscured by errors in language comventions.

Do words have occasional capitalization errors?

Do sentences have occasional punctuation errors?

Do words have occasional spelling errors?

Do sentences have occasional grammar or word usage errors?

Writing may have occasional paragraphing errors.

Writing may have run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

Score Does the writing sample exhibit a minimal command of language skills?

In a Score Point 2 paper, errors are typically frequent and may cause the reader to stop and

2 reread part of the writing. While some aspects of the writing may be more consistently correct
than others, the existing errors do impair communication. \With a little extra effort on the reader’s
part, it is still possible to discern most, if not all, of what the writer is trying to communicate.

* Do words have frequent capitalization errors?

+ Do sentences have frequent punctuation errors?

Do words have frequent spelling errors?

Do sentences have frequent grammar or word usage errors?

Writing may have errors in paragraphing, or paragraphing may be missing.
Writing is likely to have run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

Score Does the writing sample exhibit a less than minimal command of language skills?

In & Score Point 1 paper, errors are serious and numerous; they often cause the reader to

1 struggle to discern the writers meaning. Errors are frequently of a wide variety. There may be
sections where it is impossible to ascertain what the writer is attempting to communicate.

+ Do words have many capitalization errors?

+ Do sentences have many punctuation errors?

s Do words have many spelling errors?

+ Do sentences have many grammar and word usage errors?

+ \Writing may have errors in paragraphing, or paragraphing may be missing.
* Writing is likely to have run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

MOTE: The elements of this rubric are applied holistically; no element is intended to supersede any other element.
The variety and proportion of errors in relation to the length of the writing sample are considered.
Avwery brief paper consisting of twio or three sentences may receive no more than 2 score points.

These scoring rubrics are used on the spring ISTEP+ assessment in Grades 5-8.
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English/Language Arts
Constructed-Response Items

Session three, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the students to
demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of narrative or informational text. The reading
comprehension task consists of one passage and several constructed-response (CR) questions. Because this is a
reading comprehension task, all the information students need to answer the questions correctly is in the text.
All responses should be based on information from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only.
The following pages show the CR questions.

An example of a top-score response is given for each CR question. The top-score response demonstrates a
performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. The top-score response
contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading passage that
accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two points.

English/Language Arts
2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric

2 points Proficient
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based and

relevant to the task.

1 point Partially Proficient
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information may be
too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.

0 point Not Proficient

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains information that is
inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.

Page 10 of 19



Constructed-Response
Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text

Question 1

What events in the story demonstrate Senhor Pereira’s changing opinion
of Pedro? Support your answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

At first, Senhor Pereira has serious doubts about whether Pedro can be a good guide. When Pedro passes by the coves
where his brother had taken them fishing the year before, Senhor Pereira is not happy about it. He thinks that Pedro
doesn’t know what he is doing. It isn’t until the fish begin to bite that Senhor Pereira starts to change his mind about
Pedro’s abilities. By the time they get back to the dock, where they discover that they’ve caught more fish than the men in
the other boat, Senhor Pereira raves about what a good guide Pedro is.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive
two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading
passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two
points.
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Constructed-Response
Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text

Question 2

How does the author show that Pedro’s father is confident his son will be
an effective guide? Support your answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

The author shows that Pedro’s father has confidence in his son as shown through Pedro’s father’s actions. Pedro’s father
lets him take his brother’s place as a guide. He doesn’t change his mind when the men question whether Pedro is old
enough to be a guide. He also goes on ahead and lets Pedro make his own decision about where to take the men to fish.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive
two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading
passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two
points.
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Constructed-Response
Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Literary Text

Question 3

One of the themes in "The River Guide” is the importance of believing
in oneself. Explain how Pedro shows that he believes in himself. Support
your answer with details from the story.

Top-Score Response:

Pedro shows he believes in himself when he agrees to take his brother’s place as a guide. When Senhor Pereira says “He
is just a boy” and that they were expecting an experienced guide, Pedro gets nervous, but he still guides them to a fishing
spot. The men question Pedro about his choice to take them fishing near the dam rather than the coves where his brother
had taken them before, but Pedro trusts his knowledge of the river. In these ways Pedro shows that he believes in himself.

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive
two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading
passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two
points.
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Extended-Response
Standard 5: Writing Applications
Standard 6: English Language Conventions

Question 4

Read this article about a young woman who chased an unlikely dream of
becoming a boxer. Then complete the writing activity that follows.

Camilla Smith’s father had taught her that girls could do
anything that boys could. When she was 13, she asked her
father if she could take boxing lessons. Little did she know that
her decision would eventually lead her to qualify as a member
of the United States Olympic women’s boxing team.

When she was 16, Camilla competed at the Olympic trials
for women’s boxing. Her qualification match was against a
United States champion, but Camilla didn't let that bother her.
She stayed calm and focused throughout the match and ended
up winning the title of Outstanding Fighter. Camilla credits her
confidence and determination for her success as a boxer. With
her fighting spirit, it is likely that Camilla will have a long and
successful career as a boxer.

Camilla was successful in part because of her confidence and
determination. Write about a person, real or imaginary, who has been
successful because he or she possesses these same qualities.
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Extended Response Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 4

A Score Point 4 paper represents a solid performance. It fully accomplishes the task.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample fully accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

* present a unifying theme or main idea without going off on tangents?

* stay focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include many relevant ideas? Does it

* provide ample information and more than adequate supporting details that are
developed?

+ explore many facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing sample organized logically? Does the writing

* present a meaningful, cohesive whole with a beginning, a middle, and an end
(i.e., include a solid intreduction and conclusion)?

+ progress in an order that enhances meaning of text?

+ include smooth transitions (e.g., use topic sentences) between sentences and
paragraphs to enhance meaning of text? (\Writing may have an occasional lapse.)

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit very good word usage? Does it

* include vocabulary to make explanations detailed and precise, descriptions rich,
and actions clear and vivid?

+ demonstrate control of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate very good writing technique?

# s the writing very fluent?

* Does it include varied sentence patterns, including complex sentences?

+ Does it demonstrate use of writer's techniques (e.q., literary conventions such as
imagery and dialogue and/or literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Voice

Does the writing sample demonstrate effective adjustment of language and tone
to task and reader? Does it

+ exhibit appropriate register (e.g., formal, personal, or dialect) to suit task?

+ demonstrate a sense of audience?

+ exhibit an original perspective (e.qg., authoritative, lively, and/or exciting)?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Extended Response Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 3

A Score Point 3 paper represents a good performance. It accomplishes the task,
but generally needs to exhibit more development, better organization, or a more
sophisticated writing style to receive a higher score.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion, summarize,
tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

+ present a unifying theme or main idea? (Writing may include minor tangents.)

+ stay mostly focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include relevant ideas? Does it

+ include sufficient information and supporting details? (Details may not be fully
developed; ideas may be listed.)

+ explore some facets of the topic?

Organization

Are the ideas in the writing sample organized logically? Does the writing

+ present a meaningful whele with a beginning, a middle, and an end despite an
occasional lapse (e.g., a weak intreduction or conclusion)?

+ generally progress in an order that enhances meaning of text?

+ include transitions between sentences and paragraphs to enhance meaning of
text? (Transitions may be rough, although some topic sentences are included.)

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit good word usage? Does it

+ include vacabulary that is appropriately chosen, with words that clearly convey
the writer's meaning?

+ demonstrate control of basic vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate good writing technique?

+ s the writing fluent?

+ Does it exhibit some varied sentence patterns, including some complex sentences?

+ Does it demonstrate an attempt to use writer's techniques (e.q., literary conventions
such as imagery and dialogue and/or literary genres such as humor and suspense)?

Vaice

Does the writing sample demonstrate an attempt to adjust language and tone to

task and reader? Does it

+ generally exhibit appropriate register (e.g., formal, personal, or dialect) to suit
task? (The writing may occasionally slip out of register.)

+ demonstrate some sense of audience?

+ attempt an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Extended Response Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 2

A Score Point 2 paper represents a performance that minimally accomplishes the
task. Some elements of development, organization, and writing style are weak.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample minimally accomplish the task (e.g., support an opinion,
summarize, tell a story, or write an article)? Does it

+ attempt a unifying theme or main idea?

+ stay somewhat focused on topic and task?

Does the writing sample include some relevant ideas? Does it

+ include some information with anly a few details, or list ideas without
supporting details?

+ explore some facets of the topic?

Organization

Is there an attempt to logically organize ideas in the writing sample? Does the writing

+ have a beginning, a middle, or an end that may be weak or absent?

+ demonstrate an attempt to progress in an order that enhances meaning?
{Progression of text may sometimes be unclear or out of arder.)

+ demonstrate an attempt to include transitions? (Are some topic sentences used?
Are transitions between sentences and paragraphs weak or absent?)

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit ordinary word usage? Does it
+ contain basic vocabulary, with words that are predictable and common?
+ demonstrate some control of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate adequate writing technique?

* |s the writing generally fluent?

+ Does it contain mostly simple sentences (although there may be an attempt at
more varied sentence patterns)?

+ s it generally ordinary and predictable?

Vaoice

Does the writing sample demonstrate an attempt to adjust language and tone to
task and reader? Does it

+ demonstrate a difficulty in establishing a register (e.g., formal, personal, or dialect)?
+ demonstrate little sense of audience?

+ generally lack an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Extended Response Writing Applications Rubric
Grades 5-12

SCORE POINT 1

A Score Point 1 paper represents a performance that only partially accomplishes
or fails to accomplish the task. Some responses may exhibit difficulty maintaining
a focus. Others may be too brief to provide sufficient development of the topic or
evidence of adequate organizational or writing style.

Ideas and Content

Does the writing sample only partially accomplish or fail to accomplish the task
(e.g., support an opinion, summarize, tell a story, or write an article)?

+ Writing may attempt a main idea, or the main idea may be difficult to discern.
+ Does the writing sometimes lose focus or ineffectively establish focus?

Does the writing sample include few relevant ideas?
+ Does the writing sample include little information and few or no details?
+ Writing may explore only one or two facets of the topic.

Organization

Is there a minimal attempt to logically organize ideas in the writing sample?

+ Does the writing have only one or two of the three elements: beginning, middle,
and end?

+ |5 the writing sometimes difficult to follow? (Progression of text may be confusing,
unclear, or difficult to discern.)

* Are transitions weak or absent (e.g., few or no topic sentences)?

Style

Does the writing sample exhibit minimal word usage? Does it

* contain limited vocabulary? (Wards may be used incorrectly.)
+ demonstrate minimal or less than minimal contral of vocabulary?

Does the writing sample demonstrate minimal or less than minimal writing technique?
+ Does the writing exhibit some or little fluency?

+ Does it rely mostly on simple sentences or demaonstrate problems with sentence patterns?
+ |s it often repetitive, predictable, or dull?

Voice

Does the writing sample demonstrate language and tone that may be inappropriate

to task and reader? Does it

+ demonstrate use of a register inappropriate 1o the task (e.g., slang or dialect in a
formal setting)?

+ demonstrate little or no sense of audience?

+ lack an original perspective?

NOTE: These scoring rubrics are used with statewide assessments in Grades 5-12.
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Language Conventions Rubric
Grades 5-8

In their writing, students will apply the Standard English conventions defined
in the Indiana Academic Standards for their grade and all previous grades.

Score Does the writing sample exhibit a good command of language skills?

In a Score Point 4 paper, there are no errors that impair the flow of communication. Errors are
4 infrequent and hawve a minor impact on the overall communication; they are generally of the
first-draft variety and may occur when students attempt sophisticated sentence construction.
¢ Dowords have very few or no capitalization errors?

Do sentences have very few or no punctuation errors?

Do words have very few or no spelling errors?

Do sentences have very few or no grammar or word usage errors?
Writing has very few or no paragraphing errors.

Writing has very few or no run-on sentences or sentence fragments,

Score Does the writing sample exhibit an adequate command of language skills?

In & Score Point 3 paper, errors are ofcasional but do not impede the flow of communication;
3 the writer's meaning is not seriously cbscured by errors in language corventions.

Do words have occasional capitalization errors?

Do sentences have occasional punctuation errors?

Do words have occasional spelling errors?

Do sentences have occasional grammar or word usage errors?

Writing may have ocecasional paragraphing errors.

*
*
L
*
*
+ Writing may have run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

Score Does the writing sample exhibit a minimal command of language skills?

In a Score Point 2 paper, errors are typically frequent and may cause the reader to stop and

2 reread part of the writing. While some aspects of the writing may be more consistently correct
than others, the existing errors do impair communication. \With a little extra effort on the reader’s
part, it is still possible to discern most, if not all, of what the weriter is trying to communicate.
Do words have frequent capitalization errors?

Do sentences have frequent punctuation errors?

Do words have frequent spelling errors?

Do sentences have frequent grammar or word usage errors?

Writing may hawve errors in paragraphing, or paragraphing may be missing.

*
*
*
*
*
+ Writing is likely to have run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

Score Does the wiiting sample exhibit a less than minimal command of language skills?

In a Score Point 1 paper, errors are serious and numerous; they often cause the reader to

1 struggle to discern the writers meaning. Errors are frequently of a wide variety. There may be
sections where it is impossible to ascertain what the writer is attempting to communicate.

Do words have many capitalization errors?

Do sentences have many punctuation errors?

Do words have many spelling errors?

Do sentences have many grammar and word usage errors?

Writing may have errors in paragraphing, or paragraphing may be missing.
Writing is likely to have run-on sentences or sentence fragments.

MOTE: The elements of this rubric are applied holistically; no element is intended to supersede any other element.
The variety and proportion of errors in relation to the length of the writing sample are considered.
Avery brief paper consisting of two or three sentences may receive no more than 2 score points.

These scoring rubrics are used on the spring ISTEP+ assessment in Grades 5-8.
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